
Introduced by Council Member Gaffney: 
ORDINANCE 2017-670
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION AND ASSOCIATED ROADWAY MARKERS; ESTABLISHING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION ON BROAD STREET EXTENDING FROM FORSYTH STREET TO BEAVER STREET IN JACKSONVILLE FOR DR. EARTHA M.M.WHITE; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TWO HONORARY ROADWAY MARKERS TO BE LOCATED IN APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS ON THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 7; HONORING THE LEGACY OF DR. EARTHA M.M. WHITE AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. EARTHA M.M. WHITE; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Dr. Eartha Mary Magdalene White (“Eartha M.M. White”), also known as the “Angel of Mercy,” was a native of Jacksonville where she dedicated her life as a prominent humanitarian and philanthropic champion; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Eartha M.M. White became Jacksonville’s first African American social worker, teacher and female realtor; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Eartha White was employed by the Duval County Board of Public Instruction in 1902, as a teacher at Stanton School, and was a leader in the fundraising campaign for re-building the Stanton facility in 1917, and was responsible for the construction of the first public school for African Americans in Bayard, Florida; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White was appointed as the first African American Census Taker in the state of Florida which required her to interview and archive records of Florida residents; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. White served “hands-on” implementing economic development, education, arts and culture, religion, veteran services and social change in the Jacksonville community; and
WHEREAS, Dr. White dedicated her purposeful life by launching programs that impacted homeless and disenfranchised citizens including senior citizens and children; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White positively impacted the medical community by developing a tubercular hospital and the first African American Nursing Home in Florida; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. White formed and coordinated a county-wide orphanage services, established employment training and the first recreational park for the underprivileged; and
WHEREAS, with steadfast commitment, Dr. White developed an alcohol recovery program, provided military housing and USO services for WWII soldiers, established employment training programs and a recreational park for the underprivileged; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White was admired most for founding, organizing and managing the Clara White Mission, Inc. which has existed for more than 100 years; and
WHEREAS, historically, the Clara White Mission was formed to feed and support homeless and underprivileged citizens during two national depressions; and 

WHEREAS, the Clara White Mission continues to exist today providing extensive services to the Jacksonville community; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Eartha M.M. White devoted her time and commitment to so many more volunteer organizations, including but not limited to developing the Boys Improvement Club, the Boy Scouts and the Jacksonville Humane Society; and
WHEREAS, Dr. White supported legislative bills for civil rights and anti-lynching; and

WHEREAS, during the early 20th century, Dr. White was a leader in the Women’s Suffrage Movement in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White held an unforgettable meeting in 1940, with civil rights and American leader, A. Philip Randolph to discuss a March on Washington.  Their meeting occurred 23 years before Martin Luther King gave his “I Have a Dream” speech; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Eartha M.M. White served as an inspiration to all individuals as a reputable local, state and national leader; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White was honored on numerous occasions for her leadership and tireless service to educational institutions, civic clubs, government agencies, business groups and fraternal organizations; and

WHEREAS, in 1970, at 94 years of age, Dr. White received the Lane Bryant Award for Volunteer Service; and

WHEREAS, in the following year, President Richard Nixon appointed Dr. Eartha M.M. White to the President’s National Center for Voluntary Action; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Eartha M.M. White resided within 5 miles of the street in which the honorary designation is being sought[See Application for Honorary Street Name Designation, attached as Exhibit 1, and Affidavit of Residency and Ownership for Ten Years or More, attached as Exhibit 2]; and 
WHEREAS, on June 21, 2017 and August 1, 2017, the Planning and Development Department mailed written notifications to affected property owners concerning the proposed honorary street, and requested their written consent or objection to the proposed honorary street designation [See attached Composite Exhibit 3]; and

WHEREAS, at least 75 percent of the property owners whose address is assigned to the street designated for honorary markers have consented to the honorary designation of the street; and

WHEREAS, one property owner whose address is assigned to the street designated for honorary markers objected to the honorary designation of the street [See attached Exhibit 4]; and
WHEREAS, a private donor has remitted funds to satisfy the cost for the honorary markers [See attached Exhibit 5]; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Dr. Eartha Mary Magdalen White are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Dr. Eartha M.M. White’s family, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in, to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of two appropriate honorary roadway markers on Broad Street extending from Forsyth Street to Beaver Street in Council District 7, and

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Broad Street to receive an honorary street designation for Dr. Eartha M.M. White. Broad Street extending from Forsyth Street to Beaver Street in Council District 7 shall hereby be honorarily designated as contemplated by Section 745.105 (j), Ordinance Code, for Dr. Eartha M.M. White.  A map of the road designation is attached as Exhibit 6.

Section 2.

Honorary Roadside Markers for Dr. Eartha M.M. White to be installed.  Two honorary roadway memorial markers, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Dr. Eartha M.M. White shall be placed in appropriate locations on Broad Street.

Section 3.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 4.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
/s/ Cherry Shaw Pollock
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